
First 5 Plumas 
Plumas County Children and Families Commission 

 
Minutes 

 
Monday, February 10, 2003 

9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 
Attendees: 
 
Commissioners: Carol Burney, Tami Davison, Bill Dennison, Shelley Miller, Paula 

Russell, and Rita Scardaci  
 
Staff:   Ellen Vieira, Executive Director; Diana Conen 
  
Public: Jaye Bruce, Marilyn Hoffman, Carmen Lopez, Roger Nielsen, 

Barbara Olson, and Joyce Scroggs 
 

I. Introductions: 
 
Chairperson Miller called the meeting to order at   a.m.  The Commissioners and meeting 
attendees introduced themselves. 
 

II. Public Comment: 
 
Joyce Scroggs of Plumas Rural Services announced that the League of Women Voters 
would sponsor a public forum, Wednesday, February 19, 2003, 7:00 pm at the Quincy 
Library. Rita Scardaci, Elliott Smart and Robert Conen have been invited to speak on the 
impact of the State budget crisis on health and human services in Plumas County. 
 
Barbara Olson, PCPHA Health Educator, announced that the Child Abuse Prevention 
Council and the Child Care Planning Council are planning an Introduction to School 
Readiness conference October 3-4, 2003, for parents, teachers and early childhood 
educators.  The program on Friday will feature a speaker and workshops for 
professionals, and Saturday’s program will be geared toward parents and preschool 
teachers, and elementary school teachers.  Ms. Olson made available copies of 1) the first 
issue of the joint PCN/First 5 quarterly newsletter that was distributed to child care, 
preschool, and elementary school (K-3) families; and 2) materials from the California 
Working Families Policy Conference that she attended last month.  The materials from 
the conference are also available online at www.ccrwf.org. 
 
Plumas Literacy Program director, Marilyn Hoffman, expressed her support for the 
School Readiness program planning addressing the need to expand early literacy work 
with preschool children. 
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Paula Russell warned that proposed federal legislation would redirect funds for Head 
Start through the states, which would endanger the comprehensive services now 
provided. 

 
 

III. Approval of Minutes 
 
 
MOTION:          Mr. Dennison, seconded by Ms. Russell, moved to approve the minutes 
of the January 8, 2003 meeting as written.  VOTE:     The motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Commissioner Vacancy 
 
Ms. Vieira reported on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Commissioner Vacancy 
Committee that Klytia Dutton be appointed to the remaining vacant seat on the 
Commission.   Ms. Dutton is a credentialed teacher and parent of an infant daughter, and 
has been participating in the School Readiness planning.  
 
MOTION:          Ms Burney, seconded by Ms. Davison, moved to recommend Ms. 
Dutton for appointment by the Board of Supervisors to the vacant seat on the 
Commission.  VOTE:     The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Burney and Ms. Davison were designated as mentors for the new commissioners. 
 

V. School Readiness Initiative 
 
Ms. Vieira reported to the Commission on the draft Governance Structure for the School 
Readiness Initiative.  The Commissioners discussed the organizational chart and the 
timeline for finalizing the proposal.  Chairperson Miller stressed the need to keep the 
Commissioners informed as the final draft takes shape.  Ms. Scardaci said that after the 
application is submitted there will still be opportunities to make changes in the proposal 
and budget. 
 

VI. Program Development: 
 
Ms. Vieira referred the Commissioners to her memo reporting on the RFA 02-03 projects 
funded this year.  Ms. Vieira is recommending the renewal of Service Agreements fo r FY 
2003-04.  Ms. Scardaci said that the timing is not good to issue a new funding initiative 
(Request for Proposals).  Chairperson Miller directed the staff to prepare a report for the 
Commission on the scope of work, funding, and integration of these programs with 
School Readiness. 
 
Ms. Vieira said that after the School Readiness Proposal is finalized, the Commissioners 
may be able to consider funding for oral health and mental health programs.  Ms. 
Scardaci suggested that a specific proposal might be scheduled for discussion in April. 
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VII. County/State Budget: 
 
The Commissioners discussed the State budget deficits and the potential impact on 
services and programs relating to children and families.  The Executive Director was 
directed to develop a draft letter to the Board of Supervisors and a Resolution of support.   
Mr. Dennison will lead discussion with supervisors. Ms. Vieira stated that this would be 
presented to the Supervisors with the video being developed for the presentation of the 
PCCFC Annual Report. 
 

VIII. Public Comment: 
 
Ms. Burney said that Superintendent Dennis Williams had accompanied her on a home 
visit to one of the families served through the Early Intervention Program funded by the 
Commission to see the operation of her program first-hand. 
 

IX. Next Meetings: 
 
The regular meeting for May will be scheduled for May 7th, due to a scheduling conflict 
with the CCAFA Association meeting on May 14th. 
 

X. Adjournment: 
 

MOTION:          Mr. Dennison, seconded by Ms. Russell, moved to adjourn. VOTE:     
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Diana Conen 
  


